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k was Important for the Autabuta m keep ,i 
<_ L irL-1ui watch on their enemies (he Deceptk'onv 
Fiiev took ti In turns to patrol the planet, 
Netmlosf, and. report anything suspicious to the 
Autohot leader Optlrnut Prime, 

I Jn a lonely shore bv the Nebulan Ocean, 
Highbrow was on patrol The sm was calm and 











































he stood nn the beach gazrnp «ut across the 
toiler Rut there was nti si|gn i*1 Dcccpticmi 
j liviiv. He was aboui'tti mm away when 
umicLhrliifj caught lik eve. . a disturbance in the 
!■;[ h was tar out from ihc shore 

Tr iicidarmro^ to hoHeopter modtj 1 hphhruw 
lilLed into the ,iir and Hew low across the wjivt* 
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Below Highbrow Could a swirl of foam, Hut 
he couldn't make out wIi,je was educing it. I It* 
dropped down to within si meur or two r4 the 
water There was m mi e:i Ki mi j v i ng,.. mi met h i ng; 

large. 




























Without warning, a metal tentacle Hashed 
upwards ;md wrapped Itscll artiuud Highbrows 
•ill sett ion! Startled he pmllcd rtWiiy at (till engine 
jiower but the tentacle tighti’ntd its pT’P- He 
tried to bfihK his. weapons EO bear, but a second 
tentacle whipped round him and lie It'll himstH 
draped towards the water. 

Highbrow transformed 













he changed to robot mode. the ten tat |« lost 
cheer grip for a nirmcnt V^Ath 3 mighty >pin-shs 
Highbrow hit the water. colliding with a 0£, n t 
robot squid.,,, the Occptkon TentakiH 

Highbrow fought heroically. Again and agarn he 
broke free from the magnet grip n f r he 
Deception's tentacles F lc managed to activate 
one ot hfs rifles, blowing a hole In the mongers 
armour plate, 











Then suddenly, Ills rirrm were pinned tt* hh 
Helplessly he was held steady while 
Tentaki! touched h\< body lightly with iwn lonfct 
antennae. There Wlts a loud buztrin^ soilml .. and 
Hifihbruw was immobilised I 

E folding hi* victim firmly In his temaekt, 'hr 
Det ect on set off tor hk headquarters, radioing 
,head thiil lie had the prisoner as ordered- 


















fri a rtmme mountain hideout, Scorponok 
watched ab the Fmitobifi^ Highbrow was 
brought before him He gave an order, and one of 
the Dcqcpricons aimed an energy regenerator at 
(he Autobiii, There was a dicker of light over his 
metaf surface, and he could move .. and ^penkf 

Votx'JI pay fo r (Hs, Scorponokr he shouted. 
When Uptime Prime hears what has 









































Hili Scofponok jnttrrmptcd, "Optimum Prime 
a tready knows. t tonk rhc trouble tn inJurm Hrrti 
nl your misfortune, IfuU will bt* released whffiT. be 
agrees to surrender hi in sell fa my pmoiier Plirn 
hr snapped, 'Take him away ] 1 

Highbrow was dragged off to a remote spot 
outside the Decepticon base A >nia]l metal device 
was damped to hi* body by a mirgn.ee- jusl to 
make sure you're nut thinking ol running away, 
said one oi the Deceptions. He prised a 
switch... and Highbrow was once more 
immobilised. 
















































Tfor Autobots were horrified when Uptimu^ 
Prime agreed to himself (ip in e^chan^c lor 
Highbrow. But he explained to xhem that lie 
planned to u*e his surrender as. cover for a rescue 
operation 1 iji.m'i 1 I link that Scorponok expected 
me to Kive in so easily ’ft ith luck We've thrown 
him off guard " hr finished 

I'll come with you said Kup. 

No replied Optimum l 1 rime I ve already 
decided inn. my plsm ,iru! who Is to help m put n 
into action 

















































Up ti 111 US Prime icih hr Hosehead and Fizzle 

"My 1°^. lie s-nid, "Is ro cause j disrr.-u rion. My 
surrender 10 Scorponok will si tract the attention 
oi .ill the Deceptions, Y m , } u h is u> find 
Highbrow and g<rt him safety sway " 




































hm | thought Scorponot had agreed to tree 

Highbrow,' '■niid Hz "He. 

Thus what we're meant to believe,'' *aid the 1 
Autobut leader "But it doesn't nng true 
^•■rporuili just isn't like that 1 























Un fj map ot Wbulov Optimum Prime pointed 
uui; the liocatkin f>f the fletepikon stronghold 
where Hf^hbmw wa* being held 

The Hccepilcons will lie retching every 
approach/ he said " I hey will expect to qee me. 
But they mustn't see either ot you. Fizzle. your 
memory hank? hold a lot of data on the 
weoyraphy of Nebulos. Find me □ routr through 



































ih-r^iL- mountains to the Dcccpticon bast 1 The 
route hii^ to have one special feature. And he 
explained exactly what hr I sad In mind 

I rijvde looked at the map. Lipht'i dickered in.ro''-^ 
hi data retrieval panel 1 hen hr ran a iinper 
■ilonp the map. 

“That's our route.’ lie said 
Good/’ e»!d Optimum Prime. "We leave lirst 
1 hiuy in the morning 
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iV-xt in mi rig, Opriinirs Prime was ready kj 
ttartl r !t ' transformed in HfS trailer rumfe as Fizzle 
mltej irp already transformed into hh bu^- shape, 

''Come aboard, sard Optima Prime "What s 
keeping Hothead' 

Here he comes, replied J'izde. as the fire 

engine Auto but drew up. 

lieen t.^kiriR on water,' hr said. ’'Gulden rule 

tanks lullJ" 






















t-r,i in," *jiJ Opilmus Prime, "'Wove mo time 
[u lose " 

Hosehtad roiled up the rjmp to join F izzle 
iii'iicLf C tpiirtnu Prime's trailer section A moment 
they were driving at speed across (he 
■^Vhuijn landscape inwards the Deccpticon 
11 nit am stronghold 





























A few hours Liter, Just as Opdtnus Prime 
reached the foot id the mountains, a shining 
ypcck appeared in the sky t Whtirt it came lower 
and hovered above (he <ru<_k trailer, they saw it 
was a Deception helicopter patrol. 

r' 1 ''W soot ted us ," said the Autobor leader. 
p Y for the next part uf my plan," 

Deception Spiimter, in his helicopter mode, 
another look at the speeding vehicle on the 
mountain road below, then signalled Decepricon 
base Auiohot approaching unescorted. Prcpa 
for reception." 







































Optimum Prime watched the mad ahead 
According to Fizzle'? memory hank'- they would 
^cjo r approach a Urge overhang. For o hundred 
metre', nr Sfj the road would he hidden From 
anyone watching front above. . such as a 
Dcceptkon helicopter patrnf 











Gplimitfi Prime slowest ri^ht down as the 
,ivfrhanjjinE mounrsinsicJc tame in sight Om;r 
under ir. He stopped tor a moment -just long 
ermUfiH for the two smaller Autoboit in roll down 
jSic iamp and onto the road. 

The AtrmW leader accelerated out From under 
[he overhang, while Hosehcad and FfZ-dt' quickly 
iranslormed to robot mode and scrambled! to cake 
cover iimonp the rocks. 
















hirfher along the mountain road h OptirmiR 
Prime also Transformed to robot mode jnd started 
to stride along. Suddenly, (wo [Accept it opr sprang 
out,, brandishing weapons. 

Thai's for enough, Auiabotl" they cried. "I ay 
down vour weapons.' 

"Ynu ljfi see that J am unarmed, " replied 
Opt inn us Prime. 












lutt don't try anything clever " warned the 
DcLcpiktins "Our order* arc w deliver you to 
Scorpur^ak.undamajffedr 
The road led past a Dccopiicon fc 1 Liard post and 
into the heavily lurtitied base where Highbrow 
was a prisoner. A* OptimuS Ikime and His guards 
entered, the giant ligure of IsLorpunok came to 
meet (hem. 

“WelcomeT he cried, "\ did not expect *uch a 
speedy answer to mv message T 

























The Autobol lender was kd deep info the 

Deccpticon complex. 

I'm sorry nor to have quarters more suited to 
your rank," said Senrponok, "This wifi have to do 
tar the moment And lie fed Optimus Prime into 
a shallow cave in the mountainside Then he 
turned to go. 

"Don't you warn to post guards over me? n 
asked Opiimus Prime ''You're not even locking 
me in/' 



















Scorponafc lauded. Guard duly U very 

ufrinK- said, " And y° u can lcavi ‘ l1ir CaVC 11 

, oU but t wouldn't Jilvhc ii He louched 

' ^ JJcfi Ltmirol and the shimmering blue light 
^1 dl F1ir ^voltage electrical field lilted the cave 

mouth 



And. <&. course. I didn't really mean il when I 
offered to 1 ret your friend, I Intend to keep him, 
yt.u, and all the other foolish Amo hots who are 
bound to come to your rescue. 










On a mountain overlooking the Deception 
base, \ izzle and Hmchead watched From ihr 
cover of the rocks. They quiiittly spotted 
Highbrow He wa, standing alone, unmovin^ 

^■'hat h. up with him? W'hy doesn't he move?" 
said Hothead. 

" F hr re may be guards we cant see from here/' 
said Fizzle, "Let's try to raise him by radio/' 

O n the scrambled interpersonnel frequency he 
sent out Fizzle in Highbrow| Fizzle n> 
Highbrow! Come in!" But there was no reply. 

























Lcfv try ^omcihiTig mure simple/ said 
Hiihf hr.icl He picked up a stone and threap 1 li in 
thi' direction nf Highbrow, they heard clearly 
the dunk as if hit Ms metal work... but he still 
didn't move 

TTiey'vt immobilised him Somehow." said 
C.anibu, Hnschcad'f small Ncbutan partner, who 
had been silent so Far. "We'd better mobilise him 
again! I le went into robot mode ami scrambled 
down the mountain towards Highbrow. 



















Dodging iruni rock to ruck, the! small robot 
reached [ huhbrow without hdng seen. He looked 
up, There- was a ^(rnnKe nhi eel hied to 
I Highbrow's body Thai had to he some sort nf 
immnhiFking device Hue it wav our of reach 
i Am bo had a quick look round There were no 
I Veepi icons near. He reached up and took a firm 
jjji'ip of Highbrows leg and started ro climb. Eiven 
when he reached a point just below the device, 
he couldn't see how rt Was Fixed, Probably 
magnets, he thought. He pulled and tugged. 
Nothing happened. 



















Ort the mountain, the others watched. I hey 
m Cam bo climb onto the device, and give a 
irteai heave With a clatter, Gimbo And the 
imniubflining device fell to the ground together 

In a moment. Highbrow had grabbed the small 
hJebulan md was racing to join the others 




















Ms sic quickly explained ihtr filiation to 
Highbrow. J hen tIu." Amobots set off rti frnd 
when: Optimum Prime was being held. They 
found the cave quickly. 

"Whv doesn't he come ouiT‘ said Highbrow, 
There are no guards/ 

Hosehcad pointed. They could jjt^i make out a 
faim Mice shimmer over (he cave mouth. One 
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and he'd he scorched TO a cmp," he said. 

Their muu be a plate where we tan turn oh 
r h>- pi ■ v- t-r " suggested Flzzte. 

‘Vt'e can do it from right here ‘ said Hosehcad 
fu.t jrfVe ine some space." 

The others stood back, and Hiwchead 
rr.m -1 irnied to fire-engine mode 




















Wirh a whine oi pumps. Hoschead srni a 
stream of water soaring across the Intervening 
space and onto the ruck above Uptimuv Prime's 
Prison f he Auto bore watched as the waiter ran 
down the rock and poun-ci into the electrical 
Jidd T'or a moment they thought (hat nothing 
was going to happen. Then, with an car-splitting 
bang and s blinding ftab the field shorr-cftticited 
^ rtc starred falling from the cave as Cjpiimus 
Prime groped fvk way through the smoke and dust 
ro freedom. 









I tfi lief e j' tried Irzzlt. 

Wdl done/ *afd lhe Autobut leader, “Lets 
mi j 1 .1' bftu-re iJie Decepiltons rwivtr from ter 
surprise. “ 

"I think they've recovered already " cried 
Hothead transform mg to mboi mode. 

And the Autabot* ran hs the angry [Aei epilctsm 
Slm.imed out of rhtlr base in pursuit 















Only I 'lose head and Fizzle were armed 
OptimUs Prime had surrendered unarmed, and 
Hiffhhrow hnd been disarmed when lie was 
caught The Auto hots ducked and dodged sitionf! 
the rocks as Ehc Deceptfcons bred a her them. 

They ran ]utn a narrow crevice in the 
mountains. 

I'll hold them of\" tiled 
transbirmcd ru buggy mode 
















EnwiiTEk the approachinj! Decepticon* As they 
cam r in Fi^le tent out a hi a si nr lire I nun 

his flamc-throwing cxhiiurrt< Scotched) and blinded 
by the smoke, the Deception* dfe'v back. 

F’s^sk' roared off after the Aulohitv, hut 
stopped from rime id time to (dw the 
Dtctrprlcctns an or her ho! reception, 

'Two can play at that pane taped Scorponok. 
"WhertV QndefWdr2*' 


















Highbrow transformed to bis lie El cop ter mode 
slid stored up above the crevktr. He signalled to 
the Autobus The Deceptions jre holding back, 
They're up to something. Look out! They're 
vending hi Cindersaurj’’ 

Even as he spoke, (here was a roar, and smoke 
and flames sh<ST river the Auto bo id heads as the 
tire-dragon Deception fried to rc! their range. 

Crouched behind racks, they kit the heat 
scorch their paintwork 











■fl |nc gees jiny closer, were done lor said 
OpTimus Prime. '’Hut if we break cover we ll be 
flttlnfc targets." 

S, nrfronok Is fighting tire with fire said 

ftgxlt- 

I Imi. well flj^ht fire with water 1" t:ried 
husehcJii, transforming once more to fire-engine 

mode* 
















Clndcrsaur was waiting pofsed, when Hothead 
suddenly emerged from behind the rocks. The 
fire dragon opened hi* jaws wide and red flame 
billowed out. But nt the same moment, Husehcad 
sem ii powerful Jet of water Into the middle of the 
U-amc. Fite i 3 pi me Flickered, then burst ntit again. 
This time the water shot between Clndersaury 
0 F H " n laws, and btfam arid smoke billowed around 
him. But the Flame poured mjt yet again. 
Hosehcadk windscreen wa. hjack and his red 











paint blittered, but he stood his ground- His 

wMiL-r supply was danf'crnusly low 

Scorponak rushed tip rn Ondcrsviur "Stop 
^ying K a int'h‘" he shouted, rJ Mell him down! 

When C.'jntlersaur opened his jaws once ^gain, 
|-|;'-ehead was ready Water jetted hard into the 
heart nf the flame. The Deception ns were hidden 
by ibc smoke and steam. I hen the water ran uui[ 
Bui just at that >anK moment Qndertaurs Rery 
breath gave <J last ilkkcr and died. 
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Out from the cloud of smoke and sie-am came a 
loud hissing luim Ondcrsaut, arid bangle crashers, 
and crie* a\ rage a% rhe Decept icons fell over each 
other trying to fed Their way through in pursuit 
■if the Autobots. 

The Autobnt* didn't wait. While Highbrow 
hovered overhead, the others hurried on until 
they re,3[,htJ the mountain road (Jpnmus Prime 
[tjFi^fnrnied to his miditfailtr mode, and Fizzle 
and Hnvehciid rolled; aboard Then they headed 
back to Aiuobor have whfle a cloud t?t btcam 
behind them showed where rhe Lhrccpr icons were 
ttill strutting to rake up the chase. 


































